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CSIR showcases products at open day

Our CORRESPONDENT

PALAMPUR, NOVEMBER 23
As a prelude to “India Inter-
national Science Festival”,
CSIR-Institute of
Himalayan Bioresource
Technology organised an
open day today to showcase
various scientific activities.
The institute remained
open to welcome common
men who were apprised of
the role played by the insti-
tute in societal uplift, educa-

tion and industrial research.
Special scientific exhibits
were displayed to showcase
products and technologies
developed by the institute.
About 500 children from var-
ious schools of Palampur,
Nagrota Bagwan, Baijnath
and Dharamsala participat-
ed in the programme.
Addressing students in
the auditorium, Dr Bikram
Singh, seniormost scientist,
apprised about the CSIR

achievements and further
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highlighted the progress
made by the institute under
the leadership of the Direc-
tor, Dr Sanjay Kumar.

Alectureon thetopic, “Cul-
tivation of Passion for Sci-
ence and Innovation” for
schoolchildren was deliv-
ered by Dr OP Sharma, for-
mer Head, Indian Veterinary
Research Institute (IVRI), at
Palampur. The meritorious
students were also honoured
by the keynote speaker.

The students were also

shown short documentaries
on technologies developed
by the institute. The visitors
and students were taken to
various labs to apprise them
of recent research and devel-
opment activities and to
interact with scientists.

Representatives trom vari-
ous Gram Panchayats of the
adjoining areas expressed to
have been greatly benefited
by the visit and lauded the
work being carried out by
the institute.
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Develop industries around
bio-resources: Dr Vardhan

RAvINDER S00D

PALAM PUR OCTOBER 19
Union Minister for Science
and Technology and Earth
Sciences Dr Harsh Vardhan
has urged local entrepre-
neurs to develop industries
around local bio-resources
of high commercial values.
The Union Minister, who
visited CSIR-Institute of

Himalayan  Bio-resource
Technology, here, last
evening, stressed bio-

resources in Himalayas
should be used for identifi-
cation of new bio-molecules
of therapeutic importance,
and developing crop wvari-
eties to withstand increas-
ing biotic and abiotic stress
in face of changing climate
conditions. He exhorted
young  scientists and
research scholars to play a
greatrole in this area.

Dr Vardhan, who's also
Vice-President of Council
of Scientific and Industrial
Research (CSIR), said

. @@ Himalayas are highly suitable
for cultivation of high-value
medicinal, aromatic and other
crops of commerce. CSIR should
develop a network of
entrepreneurs for cultivation,
processing and marketing of

the produce.®® DrHarsh Vardhan, sioy siveTes

since land holdings in the
state were small, farmers
could form societies and
approach the institute for
technical know-how to
improve production.
Climatic diversity in the
Himalayan region, he said,
offered unique opportuni-
ties to develop range of
products and technologies
such as low calorie sweeten-
ers, enzymes and microbial
based products of societal
and industrial significance.
He advised the adoption of
green technology and appli-
cation of nanotechnology.
He noted that the
Himalayan region had a vast
bamboo resource which
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i ot By SPAPer . tribuneindia. com/c/ 14056878

should be exploited for the
development of various
industrial products such as
wooden board, textile yarn
and activated charcoal.
Observing that
Himalayas are highly suit-
able for cultivation of high-
value medicinal, aromatic
and other crops of com-
merce, he suggested that
CSIR should develop a net-
work of entrepreneurs for
cultivation, processing and
marketing of the produce
in an organised manner.
IHBT Director Sanjay
Kumar apprised the Union
Ministerof technologies given
to various entrepreneurs and
industrial partners and sign-

ing of the pact with Mozam-
hique’s tea industry fortrans-
fer of tea wine technology.

The minister inaugurated
the pilot plant facility for
nutraceuticals, Academy and
Technology Extension Block,
and hydroponic and aeropon-
ic facility. He interacted with
institute’s scientists and stu-
dents, and entrepreneurs and
farmers, who benefited from
the institute in the area of
floriculture, tea, medicinal
and aromatic plants, food,
sweeteners and enzymes.

Appreciating the technical
support given to floricultur-
ists that has boosted their
income threefold, he asked
the institute to ensure supply
of quality planting material to
tarmers and provide scientif-
ic back-up for the success of
the industry. He was happy to
note that the institute had
promoted the ready-to-serve
local cuisine ‘Kangri Dham'’
which is preservative free
with longer shelf life for
wider marketability.
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Dharamshala: Union mi-
nister for science & techno-
logy and earth science
Harsh Vardhan, and vice-
president of Council of
Scientific and Industrial
Research (CSIR)duringhis
visit to CSIR-Institute of
Himalayan
Technology located at Pa-
lampur has asked scien-
tists and entrepreneurs to
develop industries around
local bioresources of high
commercial values.
- Ministersaid that since
land holding size in Hima-
chal Pradesh is small, far-
mers could form societies
and approach the institute

Bioresource

for technical know-how
and improved cultivars. In-

formation technology sho-
uld be used for marketing
of their produce. “Himala-
yvan region offers unique
opportunities to develop
range of products andtech-

nologies such as low calo-

rie sweeteners, enzymes
and microbial based pro-
ducts of societal and in-

dustrial 81gn1flcance Yhe s

said.
He advised that adop-

‘tion of green technology

should be preferred and
application of nanotech-
nology for enhancing effi-
cacy of bioactive compo-
und and metabolites for ef-
fective utilization should

berewarding.
Himalayan re glon hasa
vast bamboo resource

which should be exploited
for the development of va-
rious industrial products
such as wooden board, tex-
tile yarn, activated charco-
aland other industrial pro-
ducts, headded.

“Region is highly sui-

table for cultivation of
high value medicinal, aro-
matic and other crops of
commerce, the .institute
should develop a network
of entrepreneurs for culti-
vation, ‘processing and

marketing of the produce

in an organized manner. It

- willnotonly address theis-

sue of increasing menace

duetorisingpopulations of

“monkeys, wild boar and

ungulates in Himachal
Pradesh, but will provide
higher returns to the far-
mers as well,” said mini-

ster.

Fortacklingthecurrent

~issues of labor shortage

and rising cost of tea pro-
duction, promotion of tea
farm mechanization, and
development of value ad-
ded product from tea, is a
welcome step since its glo-

‘bal market is expected to

grow from current value of
4400 tonnes to 9200 tonnes

by 2020. Similarly, tea ba-

sed wines and ready-to-ser-
ve teas also have global de-
mand, he added.
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- Now, tech for growing |
plants with roots in air

Times News.NETWORK

Dharamshala: The Institute of Himalayan Bio-
resource Technology at Palampur unveiled a
technology togrow plants with theirroots remai-
ning in air without having to plant them intothe
earth. ‘ 2
This technology was originally developed by
the US space agency, NASA, for developing
plants in space. The technology has been impor-
ted to [HRT with an idea to help develop exotic
_plants as saffron and medicinal plants nearing
extinction. Union minister for science and tech-
nology Harsh Vardhan, who wasona short visit
to this institute, inaugurated this Aerophonic
and Hydrophonic plant development facility He
was here to inspect the ongoing projectsatIHBT.
The scientists said that Aerophonic technology
isthat theroots of theplantsaretreated withnut-
rients and light sprays of water at periodic inter-
vals. In Hydrophonic technology, the roots of the
lants are kept dipped in water and are provided

n

The plants at IHBT in Palampur, Kangra

nutrients. The nutrients that are provided to de-
velop the plants under the said technologies are
also imported.

“IHBT hasbeen workingon a project to intro-
duce saffron plantation in the cold deserts of Hi-
machal. Since the plants yield very high value in
market, we would try to see the results of produ-
cing the saffron crop under the controlled condi-
tion using Aerophonicand Hydrophonic e chno-
logies,” said ascientistat the institute, RK Sud.
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Ready-to-eat
Kangri Dham

Our CORRESPONDENT

PALAMPUR, JULY 2
CSIR — Institute of
Himalayan Bio-Technology
(IHBT} has developed an
indigenous technology for
the production of ready-to-
eat foods served during Kan-
gri Dham (traditional lunch).

The THBT has transferred
the technology to Sai Food,
a Baijnath-based company,
which is likely to launch the
food products in the coun-
try within a month.

Kangri Dham is cooked by
Botis. Madra is made of raa-
jma. The typical menu for
dham starts with madra
specifically of rajma, which
15 cooked In yoghurt and is
prepared in a unique style.
This i1s followed by retta,
mash dal and topped by
khatta.

The dham ends with the
mitha(sweet rice). Ragjmaka
madra is delicately prepared
from handpicked red kidney
beans cooked in curd gravy of
selected wegetables and
cashewnut paste.

The Tribune 5un: ¢

i limachal Editioni 'E‘-'I:'EIF'E' r



Printed from

THE TIMES OF INDIA

HP's cuisine 'Dham' a tinned food now!

TNN [Jul 1,2016,01.568 AM IST

Dharamshala: The traditional food of Himachal Pradesh which consists of typically four items - rice, dal, kidney beans and
desert prepared only in marriages and on special occasions will now be available as packaged food to everybody at all times.

Scientists at the CSIR Institute of Himalaya Bioresource Technology at Palampur have packaged all four items of the meal into
one packaged tin. Dham (mass lunch) is a meal that is patent to the culture of the hill state. It is served on the occasions of
marriage or on religious days. Rice has an important place in daily diet of the people in the state including in ceremonies. Chetru
Basmati and Debal type of rice are used in Dham. The Dham is cooked only by botis (a caste of Brahmins who are hereditary
chefs). Preparation for this elaborate mid-day meal begins the night before. It is served on leaf plates and those seated on the
floor.

Mukhtar Singh, technical officer at the CSIR- IHBT said that rajmah ka madra, khatta, teliye mah and dry fruit raita has been
processed into tin packings. "We have obtained the patent rights of the same and it would be sold out to a food processing firm
of Himahcal Pradesh only".


http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/
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